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1) THE MAIN CONCEPT
Syntopia’s central aim is to reflect on the contemporary condition and the future developments of cities.
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Urbanization is today occurring at an unprecedented scale and it is today widely acknowledged that the
role of cities within the international political and economic landscape is destined to grow exponentially
in future years. If as of 2010, and for the first time in history, over half the world’s population lives in urban
areas; by 2050 this figure will rise to almost 70 percent in emerging economies, with China and India
leading this transformation. The growth is largely stimulated and sustained by the economies of scale
that make urban centers productive. Ranked by their contribution to global GDP growth in the next 15
years, the top 100 cities, will contribute just over 35 percent of GDP growth to 2025 while the top 600 will
generate 60 percent of global GDP growth during the same period.
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These figures place cities in a unique position with regards to global development. As drivers, producers
and consumers of the economy, cities will have an ever-increasing impact on the transformation of
society, the ecological balance of the planet and the living conditions of their increasing and aging
population. The trends also pose immediate challenges on urban areas, particularly on planning and
governance, as it becomes urgent to direct strategies and policies to support this urbanization and the
well being of their population.

R LRI IR T AR A RO R — MR IR B MR TR ShE, AE AE 9 R, XA 2 R,
HBER A A 25T AR H 23 08 AN A BN T 0 2 305 25 1 OS2 MRDRE AN BT B8 o T A 5 5 v e X244 i s )
0, REREAE R AE B L, I8 )RR BB A RO AT EOR PSSR I B R AN AL .

The accelerated growth and predominance of the urban is also transforming the relationship between
city and countryside. Meanwhile globalization, technology and advanced communications and transport
systems have also changed the notion and interpretation of territory. City networks and macro regional
developments, as in the case of the Pearl River Delta, are generating a new form of understanding
settlements and generating modifications in the relation to the provision of food and basic resources and
their impact on agricultural production; energy and its complex questions of sustainability and pollution;
mobility and transport, and the ensuing need for new infrastructural networks for the movement of
people and goods as well as for the exchange of information.
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At the same time, the critical elements that characterize extreme urbanization need to be addressed:
tolerance and integration; compression and lack of space; management of scarce resources (land-use,
energy, waste, food); the impacts of technology — how to balance productivity with quality of life; and
also issues of identity (which specific identity to each city).
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Within this context Syntopia proposes to consider how density, hybridization, exchange and coexistence
of differences and complementarities can be conceived as positive tools for imagining the future
development of our urban territories. In an increasingly interconnected world in which cities are the
fundamental nodes of multiple flows, Syntopia wants to research, analyze and present how architecture
and urbanism can engage in meaningful ways with future scenarios and the how critical issues that are a
part of processes of extreme urbanization are being addressed by politicians, economists, planners and
designers, and by our society as a whole.
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2) RESEARCH SCALES

In order to initiate a selection of examples and works that could then be transformed into an exhibition
the curatorial team started to collect cases, according to different scales. These scales are not intended
as exhibition categories but rather as tools for curatorial investigation; a useful methodology to
introduce a variety and differentiation of projects within the Biennale.
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The intention in using scales was to highlight that integration and coexistence act at very different levels,
from the regional scale down to minute elements.

Under the scale of “world” we consider infrastructural transformations, massive transfers of know-how
and resources, reconfigurations of assets across borders, changes of activities and functions at regional
level that constitute a new order of international collaboration and exchange. The Pearl River Delta
current dynamics of new integration would be a powerful example of such scale of research.

Under the scale “city” we analyze how large portions of the urban are characterized by the coexistence
of multiple factors: cultural, social, economic and political and how this coexistence is either a positive
element or instead a negative condition which can be addressed through the tools of urbanism and
architecture.

Under the scale of “architecture” we are interested to showcase design processes and results, which are
able to invest singular buildings or public equipments with multiple users, functions and responses to
environmental and social demands.

Under the scale of “components” we consider the contemporary advancement in design process and
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fabrication where the technology is used to adjust the concept by including data and feedback, therefore
creating a new non-linear relationship.

Under the scale of “experience” we want to suggest to the visitors of the Biennale a real and direct feeling
of a syntopic experience, by creating 1:1 spaces and installations, where the complexity of different
elements and activities coexisting together can be tested.
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3) THEMES

The wide variety of exhibition materials (drawings, models, digital simulations, video, photography,
etc.) will be grouped and identified by themes within the exhibition. These themes will occupy clear
physical positions within the exhibition space so as to allow the public to understand the narrative
and the point of view suggested by the curators. The themes will combine descriptions and narratives
of existing conditions as well as new projects and proposals for the future. The themes will include
projects of different scales.
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While we believe that further research and analysis of participating projects will modify the final set of
categories, an initial list of themes that could organize the exhibition is as follows:
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Global transfers

This section will consider conditions where the impact of social, economic and political decisions
occur at a larger scale, often determining changes that are only legible at a regional or international
dimension. Some examples include the research by South American Project at Harvard GSD
about infrastructural integration in the Amazon basin or the consequences of the construction
of the new bridges system connecting Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau; at the urban level the master
plans by Xavier de Geyter to add to Bruxelles new equipments for European integration and at
the level of architecture the success story of the High Line in New York by Diller and Scoffidio as
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a system which caters heavily to international tourism. At a granular scale, the impact of portable
technologies have created trans-national communities, which are physically located in different
points but permanently connected by digital networks
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Artificial ecologies

The separation between nature and urban is becoming less and less relevant as we see forms
of light industrial and high-tech strategies in the countryside, the return of forms of agriculture
in the city and the production of energy by buildings. These different elements tend to coexist as
in the Agronica proposal for intensive advanced agriculture in Andrea Branzi; in the research of
Kazys Varnelis about the new infrastructural ecology of Los Angeles; in the urban agriculture and
participatory interventions in Paris by Atelier d’Architecture Autogeree or in the transformation
of buildings into “machines” that can produce energy as in the Media-Tic building by Cloud 9 in
Barcelona.
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Extreme compression

Density and compression produce an intense urban ambient where social exchange, transfer of
knowledge and economic possibilities become real. Also, concentration reduces the exploitation
of land and will become in the medium and long term a means to reach sustainability. In fact
various cities in Europe and Latin America are pushing for greater densification in order to liberate
space for parks and leisure and to maintain agricultural territory. It is a well-known fact, for
example, that the carbon footprint of cities like Hong Kong is lesser than that of some rural or
less-dense areas. Works in the exhibition vary from the Petropolis projects by Neeraj Bhatia,
to the research on the Bejing’s meta-hutong by Wang Shuo to buildings that condense vertical
differences like the Boutique Monaco skyspcraper by Min Suk Cho / Mass studies in Seoul. Also
the current expansion of new interventions in Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Hong Kong, and Macau driven
by real estate investments would be the object of dedicated research.
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Beneficial complementarities

The city is a place of multiple opportunities, where activities take the advantage of reciprocity
and interrelations. For instance, innovative forms of waste or output management of certain
undertakings can become beneficial for other activities. It is also the case of communities that
settle in proximity of work opportunities, therefore providing labor.The new planning and design
of mining cities in Chile by Alejandro Aravena/ Elemental, the analysis of Lagos informal economy
and space by Rem Koolhaas/ OMA, the catalogue of hybrid buildings inTokyo by Atelier Bow Wow
are examples which could be included in this section.
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Production and life

The modernist separations between work, leisure, relax and circulation are no longer operative
in the way they have been characterized during the 20™ century. Instead new hybrid conditions
where these elements coexist, sometimes in conflicting ways are defining the urban condition
as a patchwork where private and public, residential and production, craft and intellectual work
overlap. Research projects and speculations in this direction have been developed, among others,
by Map Office with Unreal Estates of China, Darryl Chen with the mapping of the Chaochangdi Art
Village in Beijing and Husos with the project House-Work in Madrid Spain and Bogota, Colombia.
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Multicultural environments

The vibrant environments that will characterize the cities of the future are constituted of multiple
identities, in terms of ethnicity, gender, social classes and cultural interests. 100 squares in Athens
by Point Supreme, the plan for New Jersey, All-Access City, by Interboro, the research on three
dimensional urbanism in Hong Kong by Solomon, Wong and Frampton and realized project such
as the Taipei performing Center by OMA or the Metropol Parasol in Sevilla by Jurgen H. Mayer
can be seen as engines that favor integration, support dialogue and exchange and guarantee
differences becoming crucial for the growth and affirmation of interconnected societies.
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4) COMPONENTS

Experimentation with digital design and computation, advanced fabrication processes and inclusion of
data in architecture and urbanism will be displayed within a “laboratory’, where the audience, assisted
by invited specialists and technicians, will be able to activate and observe machines and equipments in
action. Through this advanced laboratory, it will become possible to highlight the potentials embedded
in new technologies as tools of active improvement of urban life.
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5) EXPERIENCE

A series of 1:1 pavilions, developed by artists, designers and architects will be located within the
exhibition hall, in the surroundings of the exhibition venue and around the city of Shenzhen.The placing
of these projects, in strategic locations, will stimulate a direct experience of hybrid and multiple activities
contained within each singular intervention.
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The main drive of this proposal is to explore how coexistence and hybridization of multiple factors is
an enriching tool for the life and development of cities, and how this richness can be addressed by the
disciplines of architecture and urbanism. The proposals recognizes a positive potential in this condition,
a different approach to the modernist planning that, during the XX century, targeted separation and
division of functions.

In submitting this application, we believe that as curators, cultural organizers and producers our expertise
and background, along with the varied international experience that each member of the team brings,
allows us to expand this topic with depth and at the same time interest for a broad audience.The constant
dialogue with our advisory committee will also enhance our research and exhibition plan by creating an
exchange that will further the connection of the international exhibition and its collateral activities to the
realities of development and growth in China.
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